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Thematic Analysis of “Nosedive” in the Black Mirror and the Lottery.
 Introduction. 
Nosedive is the first episode of the third series of the British science fiction anthology series entitled “Black Mirror”. The episode is grounded on a social media; a world where everybody can effectively rate each other by the use of one to five stars for every kind of interaction they host as well as how this can impact their socioeconomic status. The episode provides us with Lucie; a lead character (young woman) who has been significantly obsessed in with her ratings. She is also committed to finding a means to shoot her profile ratings with the aim of accessing luxurious residence after being invited by her best childhood friend Eve, who is among the “elites,” as the maid of honor in her wedding. However, the function does not go as planned. 
Thesis Statement:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Social media and ratings have dominated the everyday life of people because it has brought about creativity, technology, interaction; however, it has facilitated lingering obsession which is subject to challenging sociological emotions, and desperateness amid the users.  
The lead character in the Black Mirror Nosedive” is Lacie Pound, a young woman who prioritizes luxury and lives to please others (Schur & Jones 2). About her personify, Lacie is obsessed with the social media and rating; hence, she is a social climber.  She is only justified, considering how the society in the ideal world functions. Her prime objective is to keep her social ratings so high on a universal app, a class of “Yelp for People”; a platform where she constantly interacts with her friends with every interaction is accurately rated from 0 to 5 by the other end friend. Lacie tends to boost her ratings upwards to 4.5, to access an extent where she can get a discount on rent of a high-quality new apartment, she asserts, “what’s wrong with the Pelican Cove? They’re great apartments” (Schur & Jones 3). With her love for luxury, she hires a consultant to teach her how to access her social media anticipations, in the effort to ensure that every bit of her interactions with any other person is of good value and will be a boost towards attaining the topmost rating. In addition to this, the lead character is shown to be easily attracted to men during the climax.  She is also depicted as a sanity slippage person when she ends up being humiliated at the wedding; that she is a gaggling and drunken loon. She ends up pulling a knife on the guests and hence threatening Mr. Rags with it. This is evident when she asserts that “STAY BACK! I’LL KILL HIM!” (Schur & Jones 4).
The essential scene that depicts obsession is the story of the big chance. With the due obsession, the lead character Lacie is in need of accessing an increased rating. All of a sudden, her good friend Naomi and a 4.8 rating social climber, asks Lacie to take part as her maid of honor at her wedding (Schur & Jones 3).  In this setting, Lacie sees an opportunity to impress her childhood friend Naomi together with her high-class friends in the effort to get some good ratings from a lot of high ranking individuals.  However, her anticipations and opportunities become a nightmare when she is at the airport, and she is informed that her flight ticket has been canceled, “… I am sorry, that flight is canceled.”  She opts for the next flight, but she gets humiliated that the remaining flight requires 4.2 rating “You gotta be a 4. 2 or over to qualify. - Oh, I'm I'm a 4. 2. - Uh-huh. I'm afraid you're actually a 4. 183.”  In this context, Lacie causes a scene by mouthing off the attendant. The security, in turn, gives her a 24 –hour punishment that temporarily lowers her rating by one whole point to 3.1 rating. In addition to this, she gets continuous down votes which are expected to cause a double multiplier. This scene gives a postulation that social media might cause challenging obsession. It is subject to astonishing characters such as desires for social climbing; a factor which might significantly challenge interactions. This technology is prone to humiliations, and it encourages emotional instability. Also, it shows the need for politeness and friendliness.
Another evident scene in the episode in the story is “the nosedive.”  As evident Naomi calls Lacie and informs her that she is no longer qualified and that her invitation for the wedding is invalid because her rating has increasingly dropped to 2.6 rating (Schur & Jones 3). Infuriated, Lacie gets drunk and hence she decides to move anyway, she makes effort to crash the wedding by performing her speech first calmly, and all of a sudden, she starts to embarrass herself making all the guest to down vote her until she accesses a ranking of 0, and she ends up threatening Naomi’s husband with a knife.  Having lost her sanity, she also keeps on ranting; however, she gets arrested after a while, all technologies are removed from her and imprisoned. 
This story reflects and connects to the lottery in that it shows the effects of imitation, higher expectations, and obsession. As evident, Lacie was obsessed with accessing higher social ranking so as to be able to live and impress others; a dream that never came true. When things turned sour, Lacie lost her sanity, and this made all the people protest against her by down ranking.  This effective matches with “The Lottery” where Mrs. Hutchison is seen protesting that lottery was not fair in its dealings. “It isn't fair, it isn't right," Mrs. Hutchinson screamed, and then they were upon her.” ... (Jackson 179). This gives an indication that obsession and humiliation are evident amid the groups.

In summation, social media has both benefits and risks to the wider society. As it can be observed, it enhances interaction, technology, and social climbing. On the contrary, it causes devastations through obsession and humiliations when one fails to meet the set goals.  Learning from the Black Mirror “Nosedive,” it is apparent that there is a need to take precaution on the obsessive nature of social media and enlighten the public about the goodies and evils of this technology in the modern world.
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